Torbay Christian EcoAction

September 2025 newsletter

This is the September 2025 newsletter. As previously, this newsletter is coming in
PDF form but also with a link at https://davidhodson.com/torbay-christian-
ecoaction-september-2025-newsletter/ if that is easier for you and to distribute. If
you want a Word version, let me know. If you want to unsubscribe, email me. If
you know of anyone whom you think would like to receive, again let me know. As
previously, it is a mixture of events, resources and news. If anyone has anything
they would like publicised, please let me know.

Fair trade fortnight

This takes place 22" September-5" October with an emphasis through many events on
choosing fair trade and campaigning for a global fair movement. There are lots of
resources available including for events to be held and joining up with national events.
Just making sure that our churches and other communities use fair trade products. It may
not make much difference to us in our supermarket bill but it makes a huge amount of
difference in agricultural and other communities producing the food we enjoy here in
England. Do getinvolved and encourage your church to get involved. More details here:
https://www.fairtrade.org.uk/get-involved/current-campaigns/fairtrade-fortnight/

Fair trade at St Matthias Sunday 2" November: breakfast and blind tasting

At St Matthias, we are having events to encourage the use of Fair Trade products on
Sunday 2" November. As well as talking about what they do during the 9:30 AM and 11
AM services, we have specifically two events. First, before the 9:30 AM family service
when we have breakfast, this time it will be a Fair Trade and organic breakfast; organic
because we have bacon butties and Fair Trade doesn’t do bacon and similar fresh
produce. But otherwise a breakfast of Fair Trade products. Come along for the breakfast
and stay for the 9:30 AM service. Then after the 11 AM service, we have a blind tasting
event. Alongside the usual tea and coffee, we will have a number of products inviting
comparison of Fair Trade and similarly priced products. Can you tell the difference? At
the moment probably red and white wine, white and dark chocolate and possibly biscuits
and perhaps more. And hopefully convince more people to buy Fair Trade, and thereby
help many disadvantaged communities around the world. So again, do come along.
About midday in the church hall but join us for the 11 AM service. In the meantime, | have
the task of finding substitute wines and chocolates for comparison. It's a hard job but
someone’s got to do it!

Tearfund big quiz
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This is being held at 7:30 PM on 15 November at St Matthias Church. If you've been
before, you should have heard or will hear soon about the detailed arrangements. Itis
teams of 6; limiting from previous years as bigger teams gave unfair advantages. Itis
bring your own wine or whatever. There will be tea and coffee and some refreshments.
Following what we learnt from the quiz as part of the Give to Go Green a couple of
months ago, if you or anyone you know doesn’t have a team, just come along and we will
be making teams up from those without a team. Come and get to know new friends. Let
me know if you would like any more details.

Saving species conference

This takes place on 30" October at the University Centre, Paignton, and covers topics as diverse
as the brown hare, the Beaver, the little owl, species recovery at sharpham on the River Dart and
wild Dartmoor. More details here. If anyone is thinking of going, please let me know.
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/saving-species-conference-2025-tickets-

713672974077 ?aff=ebdsoporgprofile&sfnsn=scwspmo

Bible studies on Christianity and climate change

Needing a topic for your home groups, even sermon topics, how about Christianity and
climate change. Again I'm grateful to our friends in Plymouth for highlighting the studies
put together by operation Noah: https://www.operationnoah.org/wp-
content/uploads/2025/03/Christianity-Climate-Change-Bible-Study-Courses.docx-2.pdf

Seaweed farms to remove CO2 from the atmosphere

| was interested to hear about a development in Norway where a new seaweed farm has
been established to test how large-scale kelp cultivation could be a cost-effective and
sustainable ocean-based carbon removal solution. Obviously my thoughts turned to what
could be done in Torbay where there is already a large area of kelp. Perhaps something to
be considered? Details here: https://www.dnv.com/news/2024/new-seaweed-farm-off-
the-norwegian-coast-seeks-to-remove-co2-from-the-atmosphere-252006/

Seahorses

| immediately announce a conflict-of-interest. | love these incredible sea creatures.
Beautiful and with a most curious biology and so graceful in their movement. There is a
seahorse aquarium in Launceston, in Tasmania, which | visit whenever possible and where
a huge number of them grow and then released in places around the world. Whereas
other people apparently enjoy pictures of cats and dogs on social media, | follow the
seahorse trust! So inevitably my attention was drawn to the news item that more
seahorses are now being spotted close to the Devon and Cornwall coast. Very probably
because of the warming sea temperatures. There are now 2 species recognised as British
seahorses. Predictably their greatest risk, apart from more climate change, is us humans.
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They are protected by legislation that we need to do much more. The story is here:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cyvéjzvgvylo

International geo-diversity Day October 6

This is an international event described as a worldwide celebration bringing people
together each year to promote many aspects of geo-diversity. More details can be found
here https://www.geodiversityday.org/

Is a river alive? A mini book review

This is a book by Robert McFarlane. | was given it and I'm not sure | would necessarily
have bought myself but I'm glad | had the chance to read it. He looks at rivers in Ecuador,
India and Canada and the major problems with pollution and more. But throughout the
book is themes of whether rivers should be given rights. Perhaps a strange concept but a
number of countries have already done so either nationally or for local communities. They
have therefore been able to speak for the benefits of policies for the sake of the river. It
seems to be gathering some momentum. He draws attention to how many communities,
of cities and of indigenous peoples, who are fully dependent upon a healthy, living river.
There's a certain amount with which we wouldn‘t agree as Christians but that's what
happens when we enter into working in environmental issues with many others. What
may be their drivers may be different to ours but we want similar outcomes. It's an
interesting read.

The season of creation also known as creationtide

This is a time observed by some denominations globally to reflect spiritually on gods
wider creation, his relationship to it and our relationship with it. It runs from 1¢
September-4" October. A Rocha have created some resources and prayers. I'm leading
the intercessions at church on Sunday morning and guess what! An ideal time to use
these resources. More details here: https://arocha.org.uk/what-we-do/season-of-creation/

A Rocha autumn newsletter

| recommend their autumn newsletter. The eco-church criteria has now been explicitly
expanded outside the Anglican Church and has been embraced by the Methodist Church
community and others. The newsletter includes very encouraging statistics for more
churches becoming aware of ecological issues and taking action. And I’'m not even going
to start to mention about their green Christmas project; far too early! Newsletter can be
found here: https://mailchi.mp/arocha/eco-church-connect-autumn-2025?e=50eféb4fa%

If they can do itin Cornwall!
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No competition of course but in the category of good news stories are several people in
Cornwall who have made a real difference in ecological terms who are up for an award of
Making a Difference in Cornwall. A Cornish naturalist, a couple with a passion for
churchyard maintenance and a recent. Showing concern for Cornwall’'s environment. We
can certainly do the same and more here in Devon. Here is a challenge! Story here:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cp94eg?gj0eo

The great global nurdle hunt

No, | had no idea either what was a nurdle! I'm grateful for our friends in Plymouth to
drawing my attention to this otherwise it would have escaped altogether. Nurdles are
small plastic pellets about the size of a lentil that melted down to make almost all plastic
products. Billions of these nurdles are used each year to make products but thousands of
tonnes are spilt directly into the environment around the world. They are the 2™ largest
source of primary micro-plastic pollution globally. Each year about 450,000 tons of these
nurdles enter the environment worldwide. Now we know what they are, time to join the
Great Nurdle Hunt here: https://www.nurdlehunt.org.uk/the-problem.htm|

Paignton seafront flood defence

Its timely to draw attention to the major flood defence work due to start next month in Paignton
and Preston. These sea fronts are our biggest vulnerability in Torbay to flooding, especially
easterly winds on a spring tide. It will be a major amount of work from September 2025 until
May 2027 with a lot of disruption especially throughout spring and summer next year. There has
been quite a lot of publicity in local media and local social media and it will hopefully be a major
benefit for the seafront in those areas as well as, naturally, protecting our community. There
was a discussion recently on the Torbay Climate Action Group, led by specialists from Exeter
University, about the impact on all of Torbay by e.g. flooding in the Paignton area. Most of us
presume that if the flooding doesn’t affect us directly, all will be well. It won’t. It will have major
knock-on consequences across health services, emergency response services, energy
supplies, mobile phone services and more. This is vital seafront defence work

The Church of England environmental days and key events calendar

This helpful calendar gives details of the many key dates in the environmental
calendar. They will be of different interests to different people but is very
informative. Once one knows of the events, is easy to find out more via Internet
searching of course. It can be downloaded here:
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2024-12/environment-
calendar-2025.pdf

Creation Care
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Might | also recommend the newsletter from the Creation Care team at the Exeter
diocese. | don't have a web link easily to hand but if you'd like to receive, and |
highly recommend, let me know and | will put you in touch.

Moreover they have launched a weekly online drop-in session as a pilot for the rest
of the year, a time when anyone can drop into for advice, demonstrations and
support in taking part in the eco-church scheme or energy footprint tall or advice
with any other environmental aspirations as a church. They are on teams every
Monday between 1-2 PM, and | would be interested to hear of any feedback. Here
is the rather long teams link:
https://teams.microsoft.com/dl/launcher/launcher.html?url=%2F %23%2F|%2Fme
etup-

j0in%2F19%3Ameeting MmME2NzkyMWYtOGUyYiO0ZThjLTk2YTYtNiZmMTk3ODY
47j1j%40thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%25225dd
25b9d-c712-460e-aead-
11da75e6b5e0%2522%252c%25220id%2522%253a%25228d2aada4-5372-4015-
801e-01abb6b671e96%2522%257d%26anon%3Dtrue&type=meetup-
join&deeplinkld=b99eb865-5¢10-446¢-9594-
1bcad0%fbcbb&directDI=true&mslaunch=true&enableMobilePage=true&suppres
sPrompt=true

Churches championing sustainable schools

Young people care more than ever about the environment and this is a session on
8t October at 7:30 PM run by Sarah Charker of the Exeter diocese creation care
team to support and link with schools and families through environmental projects.
It's for anyone eager to see close a school and church partnership through nature
and environmental projects. Booking here:
https://bookwhen.com/exeterdiocese/e/ev-sysd-202510081923000

COP 30: Brazil 10t-21st November

This is the next UN climate change conference, this time not in a oil industry based
country but in Brazil, specifically the Amazon. More in the October newsletter but
more details here in preparation and readiness: https://unfccc.int/cop30

National tree week: 22-30 November

This event is brought perhaps predictably by The Tree Council, and others, to mark
the start of the annual tree planting season by planting thousands of trees and
hedgerows as well as celebrating this wonderful part of our landscape. In fact as |
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discovered when doing the quiz in June, there are now far less trees in Torbay than
a decade ago. So this is important locally. We need to preserve our trees
although it's right to say that looking at historic photos, of Torbay or other parts of
England, it's striking how much greater view there is, because of lesser trees.
There are undoubtedly many more now than a long time ago. But thatis no
reason to lose what we have. Perhaps consider what could be done for
celebrating trees in late November. More details here:
https://treecouncil.org.uk/seasonal-campaigns/national-tree-week/

Devon wildlife trust

I'm sure a number of us are members but they also produce a regular newsletter
which | highly recommend and it can be found here:
https://mailchi.mp/741dc5c7eb651/enews-13405136 Lots of events locally and
nationally. They do a lot of great work with wildlife in Devon and do join them

One Torbay: Torbay Council weekly newsletter

Our local council produces a weekly newsletter of developments. | include some
in these newsletters although I'm conscious to avoid any suggestion of political
elements. Butthere is a strong environmental theme to the newsletter. May |
recommend strongly subscribing. It really is most informative. More details here
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKTORBAYCOUNCIL/subscriber/new?pr
eferences=true

Similar work from our friends in Plymouth

Here is their September newsletter: https://mailchi.mp/4710127757d8/pcga-
enews-mid-september-2025%7e=9dd45dc4a5 There are lots of events and
campaigns and resources set out in their newsletters and it's great to be mutually
involved across South Devon.

Thank you for getting this far.

Please let me have any items you want me to distribute including from your
organisation or church or news items for information.

Best wishes and God bless.
David Hodson
dh@davidhodson.com
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