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Torbay Christian EcoAction 

January 2026 newsletter 

 

Welcome to the New Year.  This is the January 2026 newsletter.  As previously, this 

newsletter is coming in PDF form but also with a link at 

https://davidhodson.com/torbay-christian-ecoaction-january-2026-newsletter if 

that is easier for you and to distribute.  If you want a Word version, let me know.  If 

you want to unsubscribe, email me.  If you know of anyone whom you think would 

like to receive, again let me know.  As previously, it is a mixture of events, resources 

and news.  If anyone has anything they would like publicised, please let me know. 

 

Exeter environmental film Festival  

There must have been about 200 of us in Exeter Cathedral on Saturday afternoon for the 

above event.  Lesson number one.  A cathedral is a hopeless place to show a movie 

during daylight hours; from time to time the sun came out and obscured parts of the 

screen albeit coloured through the stained-glass windows.  There were 2 films being 

shown and I recommend both.  I think they are available on YouTube, prime video and 

elsewhere. 

 

The first was “6 inches of soil”, concentrating on agriculture and food production.  We 

learnt about what is healthy and unhealthy soil.  The depletion of healthy soil around our 

country and we are possibly one of the most nature depleted countries in the world.  The 

unduly burdensome trading terms from the main supermarkets.  The continued reliance 

on chemicals in our fields.  The film gave reference to regen farming which unfortunately 

was never explained; a rather significant point of course.  I think we all know about 

organic farming and regen farming is something between conventional and organic.  

There were several case histories of farmers changing their way of farming, after may be 

many decades, and still making some profit.  I suspect most of us who have watched 

Jeremy Clarkson in his farmer incarnation have been staggered at the lack of profitability 

in farming despite what is general perceptions.  One of the strongest elements for me was 

that 95% of our food purchases in this country is through only 9 supermarket chains and 

they are very mono cultural in the food they sell.  The film argued for other distribution 

opportunities and of course that must be right but it seemed to me there should be some 

attempt to change the culture, trading terms and bargaining between the crucial 

suppliers, farmers, and primary suppliers.  It was a very factual film but I commend it.  

Perhaps for a church gathering and discussion especially if you can involve local farmers? 

 

The 2nd film was called Wilding and was quite different.  In many ways more engaging but 

it raised big questions.  A few decades ago a young couple found that he had inherited 

early a very large estate, in his family for many centuries, in Sussex.  They discovered the 

farming wasn’t making a profit apart from the farming subsidies.  Moreover it was entirely 
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dependent upon the use of insecticides, pesticides and whatever else comes out of the 

chemistry lab.  Early on they met others who spoke to them about the impact of filling the 

fields and soil with chemicals on surrounding trees and wildlife.  They determined to stop 

and did.  They let the entire huge estate go wild.  They introduced wild cattle, wild ponies, 

wild pigs and so on.  There was rapid change.  Wildlife returned, including species not 

frequently found.  Certainly they incurred the displeasure of the local farmers and others.  

It raised questions when watching about how they were able to afford it and similar.  In 

due course they introduced Beavers and the first storks in this country for many centuries, 

now successfully breeding.  It was impressive and a very strong argument against using 

chemicals.  And then the fire alarm went off.  With 5 minutes to go and we were all 

evacuated.  The panel session wasn’t possible unfortunately.  I did more homework 

subsequently and discovered they are making money through safaris, accommodation 

and similar.  So it’s a good film but not the entire picture.  However the message was clear 

and compelling.  I also commend it to you but do some homework afterwards about what 

else is going on at that estate to get the balance. 

 

Marine EcoFest: 18th July 

Many will remember our very successful EcoFest in November 2023.  We are strongly 

considering holding a similar event on the weekend of 18th July, but concentrating on 

marine elements.  Our seaside, our coast, our bay, our channel, our oceans.  It is very early 

stages of planning but please make a note for your diaries and hopefully much more in 

the February newsletter.  If you know anyone who is involved in this already and you think 

would be a good speaker please let me know.  We would be hoping to have stalls and 

demonstrations by organisations and again please let me know.  This is an initiative from 

Clare and a small group is being put together by her for initial planning and we would like 

to hear from everyone please.  It promises to be very important and interesting 

 

Rising temperatures as the new UK normal 

This was the subheading on an item in my December newsletter.  And then at the end of 

December there was a corroborative item saying that the south-west had unusually warm 

weather in 2025 which I suspect surprised no one.  It was notably dry and with very sunny 

conditions in the spring.  2025 was the sunniest on record in the UK.  The link below gives 

a very good month by month summary of climate in the south-west: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cd9z91e0ekyo 

 

Torbay Council local plan: please respond to the consultation 

Our local council is undertaking a full update of the local plan to guide development in 

Torbay over the next 20 years.  It covers many areas but most have some impact on 

environmental protection and sustainability.  It is being discussed by the Torbay climate 

action group, which I attend, in mid-January.  Many of the policies will help deliver the 

Torbay Green plan, known as the Greener Way for our bay action plan.  Please do respond 

and the consultation ends on 2nd February, extended from 26 January.  Here is the link and 

I would be very interested to see any responses and please do share to help us all know 
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what to say.  https://www.torbay.gov.uk/council/consultations/regulation-18-local-plan-

consultation/ 

 

New woodland created to combat climate change in Devon 

This story took my interest.  Forestry England is planting trees and shrubs on a 333 acre, 

135 ha site near Okehampton with the primary purpose of absorbing carbon from the 

atmosphere, enhancing the local landscape and providing wildlife habitat.  An excellent 

initiative and the story is here: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c70lx2r82y3o 

 

A Rocha silver accreditation 

We had a meeting at St Matthias a week ago to discuss the above and what will be 

involved in obtaining it, from the small green group to the entire congregation.  We felt 

very much that the A Rocha website wasn’t particularly clear and we are looking into it 

over the next 4-6 weeks to take a decision.  If any other groups in Torbay are either 

working towards silver or already have silver, please do get in touch with me so that we 

can share experiences and understand what you have done and thank you  

 

Tearfund Quiz: 21st November 

Please note this will now take place at St Matthias on the evening of 21st 

November, a week later than initially announced, in order to avoid clashing with 

another event and please put in your diaries  

 

Creation Care 

Might I also recommend the newsletter from the Creation Care team at the Exeter 

diocese.  I don’t have a web link easily to hand but if you’d like to receive, and I 

highly recommend, let me know and I will put you in touch. 

 

One Torbay: Torbay Council weekly newsletter 

Our local council produces a weekly newsletter of developments.  I include some 

in these newsletters although I’m conscious to avoid any suggestion of political 

elements.  But there is a strong environmental theme to the newsletter.  May I 

recommend strongly subscribing.  It really is most informative.  More details here 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKTORBAYCOUNCIL/subscriber/new?pr

eferences=true 

 

Devon wildlife trust newsletter  

https://www.torbay.gov.uk/council/consultations/regulation-18-local-plan-consultation/
https://www.torbay.gov.uk/council/consultations/regulation-18-local-plan-consultation/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c70lx2r82y3o
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKTORBAYCOUNCIL/subscriber/new?preferences=true
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKTORBAYCOUNCIL/subscriber/new?preferences=true
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I set out the link here.  The opening item is the concern about the new nuclear 

regulatory review which, it says, indicates that protections for nature should be 

weakened.  It urges us to complain to Mr Miliband, who says he is doing so much 

for net zero and is secretary for state for energy.  I confess I have no idea about the 

background to this but I do pass on along with the many other good items in their 

newsletter.  https://mailchi.mp/6fdd47098c9e/enews-13405861?e=3bc0249607 

 

Similar work from our friends in Plymouth 

Here is their January newsletter: https://mailchi.mp/84569132657a/plymouth-

churches-green-action-enews-mid-january-2026?e=9dd45dc4a5  There are lots of 

events and campaigns and resources set out in their newsletters and it’s great to 

be mutually involved across South Devon.  They draw attention to the green policy 

of the main 4 banks, challenging us to consider whether we should be moving 

banks.  It’s a difficult one and relatively nuanced.  I know some of the investment 

managers at the banks and other institutions are very keen to support green 

investments as they are called.  They will openly discuss the impact of that sort of 

investment on an investment policy and similar.  Undoubtedly though we should 

be alert to the sustainability positions of those commercial organisations with 

which we deal.  Look also at their item on electric vehicle excise duty which had a 

lot of promotion in the budget before Christmas but is it all it was made out to be?  

There are a number of other events occurring in the Plymouth and surrounding 

area.   

 

Thank you for getting this far. 

Please let me have any items you want me to distribute including from your 

organisation or church or news items for information.  Thank you also in this 

newsletter to Sarah Chalker who has just finished working as Exeter diocese 

environmental officer.  Thank you for your hard work and we look forward to 

working with your successor 

 

Best wishes and God bless. 

David Hodson 

dh@davidhodson.com 
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