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Our prayers this morning concern AI

Dearest heavenly Father and Creator of all, we thank you for the creation of digital technology.  Some of us remember the days before personal computers, smartphones, Internet and social media and we remain in wonder at what is now achieved and how in so many ways our lives are much improved.  We thank you for the knowledge immediately available to us, the opportunities of global communication, the more efficient ways of working and far better living.

Now we have AI.  For those of us following its erratic progress over the last 30 years, the speed of adoption across the world in less than four years since chat GPT was launched is staggering.  It has already changed our world for the better and so much more to come for the common good.  But, dear Lord, we acknowledge as a world that the very same speed has caught us unprepared; in regulation, in ethics, in safeguards and in human control.  We are trying to play catch up and it’s not working.  Accordingly as your church we come to you in prayer.  We ask that you enter into the situation of this human creation.  Dear Lord, we have created something which is incredible, marvellous and brilliant and yet could be so destructive and dangerous.  We really need your help

As AI takes over so much, help us please to understand what it means to be human, to be made in your image and which does not apply to AI.  First, we thank you for our original creativity, whether in the arts or invention or innovation and help us please to cultivate that creativity.  Secondly, thank you that we are in relationships with each other, reflecting the relationship within the Holy Trinity and that you are a relationship God.  AI can never be a substitute for our relationships and therefore may we hold onto them dearly.  Thirdly, thank you that as your creations we can worship you and praise you as our saviour God and which worship you enjoy receiving; the special relationship we have as humans with you and AI cannot.  Help us to understand other ways of what it means to be human in your image

We pray for the millions, perhaps tens of millions, who may lose their jobs in the coming few years because of the adoption of AI.  Most probably amongst the young.  We have no idea how it will turn out, how we can afford so many not to have work and what it will be like for the many affected.  Will you help us please oh Lord.  Please help those in our congregation, our young people, our children and grandchildren in the first decades of their working life, wondering what with AI will be the need for their work.  Thank you

We hear reliable stories of people learning about the Christian faith through asking AI, including coming to salvation through prayers on AI.  Your holy spirit is not limited in how people learn of the gospel and receive faith.  But just as with the early church, we are aware how false teaching and doctrines can arise and we therefore pray against that occurring in what people receive in searching genuinely on AI about you and salvation

We pray for Stephen, Paul, Andrew, Dallas, Helen and Susie in the church office that they may know how and when and in what circumstances to use AI for most efficient use of their time and ministry and, as crucially, when not appropriate to do so.  

We pray for all those for whom AI and other digital technology is bewildering in a society increasingly intolerant of the digitally challenged.  May public and commercial organisations always be aware and sympathetic for those for whom this is a struggle and are vulnerable.  May we find how to care and support each other

Dear Lord, we are keenly aware of the huge energy demands of AI data centres, of water and power.  Across the world, westernised countries are pressing ahead with the use of AI and the Third World is facing the dire consequences of severe climate change.  We don’t know how this will go therefore we bring to you our worries and our concerns at this global tension.  Please dear Lord help us as a planet to know how to get the right balance, that we may not find yet again that the wealthy world is taking advantage of the poor world.  

We pray for the tech billionaires who control so much power and wealth.  Zuckerberg, musk, Triel, Bezos and others, wealthier than most countries and more powerful than most world leaders.  We pray they may use their wealth well, responsibly, caringly and for the benefit of others.  We pray they may use their power for the good of our planet and humankind for our future.  We pray they may be protected from temptations of self-interest and sectarian privilege.  Although they may be described as masters of the universe, you are the Lord of the universe, far greater, far more powerful and full of love and self-sacrifice.  Please lead them in the ways of goodness and righteousness

The world often calls out: where is the church in all this?  Therefore we thank you for the work of the Vatican over several years bringing together religious leaders and tech companies to find a way forward ethically and righteously.  In particular we thank and praise you for the Magnifica humanitas report published by the Pope in May this year, addressing the ethical, social and spiritual challenges posed by AI and emphasising our human dignity, moral responsibilities and Christian social teaching.  Thank you for the Vatican being salt and light to our world in this way.  National self-regulation is too late and therefore we pray that the nations of the world may come together, despite autocratic world leaders, to find a collaborative way to limit the perils of AI, for the common good

Dear Lord, we cannot and must not ignore those with good knowledge who warn of the statistical possibility of AI bringing an end to our world as we know it.  We thank you that as Christians we have the certain knowledge and comfort that the timing of your coming again is only in your control.  You know when.  It will not be a minute earlier or a minute later, whatever AI may do.  We trust you and we love you and we place ourselves in your loving hands.  May we do everything possible to ensure AI is under control and at the same time trust you entirely whatever happens

Having written these prayers, I showed them to my AI and asked it to write a concluding prayer in the Anglican tradition.  I read for what you may consider it is worth with this caveat

Heavenly Father, in this time of extraordinary change, grant us wisdom to embrace what is good, courage to resist what is harmful, and compassion for all whose lives may be affected. Keep us mindful that, however great the achievements of human knowledge, we are made in your image, and our hope and salvation rest not in technology but in Jesus Christ alone. Guide your Church to be faithful in proclaiming your truth, steadfast in defending human dignity, and a light to the world in these uncertain times. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit be all honour and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
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